
 

The people of enCircle formally educate students
who need additional supports, empower people
with developmental disabil it ies through a variety
of community-based services, support children in
foster care and foster parents, and provide
mental health counseling to children, youth, and
adults. We are also part of a network of agencies
that reunites unaccompanied immigrant children
with family or sponsors in the United States. 
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At enCircle, we are guided by our vision that all people in our communities will receive the support they
need to live abundant lives. Our mission is to express God’s love by providing services and assistance to
empower communities, families, and individuals in their journey to well-being. In short, we are trying to
make the world a more loving place. These principles form the foundation of our organization. They
represent the best of what we aspire to in leadership, service delivery, policy, procedures, planning, work,
and life.

Our Group Homes provide round-the-clock support for women and men with intellectual and
developmental disabilities in comfortable, community-based houses. Each home has 4-5 residents. We
also supply in home support. Our trained staff provide 1:1 or 1:2 supports for people with disabilities,
usually in people’s own homes. Our family care homes (sponsored residential) involve people who open
their homes to one or more people with disabilities, providing round-the-clock support and opportunities
for community engagement. Our nursing team typically provides services in someone’s home, but may
also provide care in another licensed service environment.

EnCircle seeks treatment foster parents who are flexible, open-minded, and eager to share “life firsts” —
adults who will provide permanency and connection for youth and teens, not just a roof over their heads. 
Treatment foster care combines the positive aspects of a nurturing family environment with active and
structured treatment. Children in treatment foster care are typically older and need a more therapeutic
setting to heal from loss, abuse, and neglect. The children we serve may have moderate behavioral
challenges, developmental and emotional delays, or be medically fragile. Often they have been in foster
care for a long time. To support the need for safe and supportive family environments in our community,
enCircle trains and approves treatment foster parents in the Richmond and Tidewater area. EnCircle
does not approve families who are seeking infant adoptions, private adoptions, or out-of-state adoptions.
We are happy to assist families looking for adoptive placements by referring to our partner agencies.
.
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THOSE 65 AND OLDER OR OTHERS WITH A COMORBITY PUTTING THEM
AT HIGHER RISK CAN REGISTER ONLINE AT REDCAP.LINK/RAHD_65ANDUP
OR CALL 540/899-4797. RESIDENTS WILL NOT MAKE APPOINTMENTS
THEN, BUT WILL PROVIDE BASIC INFORMATION SO HEALTH OFFICIALS
CAN MAKE PLANS. THEY SHOULD HEAR BACK FROM OFFICIALS WITHIN A
FEW WEEKS. YOU CAN ALSO LEARN MORE ABOUT MARY WASHINGTON
HEALTHCARE'S VACCINE CLINIC AT THIS LINK. 

You might also have heard about our Minnick Schools. We help students ages 5 to 22, who have
experienced challenges in public schools, reach their academic, behavioral, vocational, and developmental
goals. Minnick Schools, licensed by the Virginia Department of Education as private day schools, serve
students in the Harrisonburg, Roanoke, Wytheville, Wise, and Bristol regions. Our educational staff support
them so they can return successfully to their home public schools or make the transition to life after
school.
Offering these and other varied services throughout Virginia, enCircle is one of the largest non-profits
operating in the Commonwealth. And, we have some great news! Recently, we've expanded our circle to
West Virginia, and are delighted to welcome Stonebrook residents and staff to our family. A partnering
nonprofit with the Virginia Synod, Pastor Lou Florio serves as a director on our board. We are also a
member organization of Lutheran Services of America, one of the largest health care and human services
networks in the country, representing 300 Lutheran nonprofits that touch the lives of 1 in 50 Americans
each year.

We invite you to learn more about our organization's services, to work or volunteer with us, or perhaps
investigate foster care or adoption. To do so, visit encircleall.org. Your gifts change lives in powerful ways
and can be made online through our website. Thank you for your support!

 

Pastor Anne Away
Pastor Anne is on vacation from Monday, 1/25 through Sunday, 2/7. She will respond to your messages
and emails when she returns. Pastor Lou can be reached on his personal phone for pastoral care needs
and the church office staff can be reached at the church office number during regular business hours.

Midwinter Power in the Spirit, January 31 - February 4, 2021 -- Register
today to join folks from across the Virginia Synod for our first-ever
Midwinter Power in the Spirit Online event Sunday, January 31 to
Thursday, February 4, 2021. Our most recent summer event was forced
to go online, but then we found ourselves enjoying the experience! So
we thought gathering for prayer, study, worship, and conversation
would be a great way to spend some of the coldest days of the year.
This winter’s theme will center on the illuminating festival of Candlemas
and our keynote presenter will be The Rev. Dr. Dave Delaney, Director
for Youth and Young Adult Ministries of the Virginia Synod! For more
information and to register online for Midwinter Power in the Spirit, visit
vasynod.org/power-in-the-spirit

https://redcap.link/rahd_65andup
https://www.marywashingtonhealthcare.com/COVID-19/Vaccines/Vaccine-Registration.aspx
https://encircleall.org/
https://www.vasynod.org/power-in-the-spirit/


Scripture Study on Wednesdays at 6:30 PM: Join Pastor Lou for a liturgical Bible study focused on the
following Sunday’s Gospel. No preparation is required. Join when you can. 

Let's Talk on Sunday's at noon: Join a faithful group of adult CLC members for conversation and mutual
support each week. Key leader: Robert Kravetz.

At-Home Sunday School for preschool-6th Graders: Richele Davis, CLC's Director of Christian Education,
and our Christian Education Team are creating monthly packets for home use. Families will be provided
simple lessons and activities to help our youth engage new Bible stories and apply them to their life. Online
content will also be offered. The January Sunday School packets are located in a tub at the main doorway
(lower level doors by the mailbox). If you are unable to  pick up your packet or have any questions, please
contact Mrs. Davis. During January, we will be remembering Jesus' baptism and our own. 

7th/8th Grade Confirmation Class: Current 7th/8th graders are completing the Old Testament
workbooks for confirmation at home. Parents and students, please contact Richele Davis or the Pastors if
you have questions.

High School Confirmation Candidates: Our next meeting via Zoom will be on Sunday, January 31, from
1:00 pm to 3:00 PM. Pastor Lou will lead a discussion on the Sacrament of Baptism as well as our practices
and beliefs related to the confession and forgiveness of our sins. Check your email for the link.  In February,
confirmation class will meet via Zoom on Sunday, February 21 from 1-3. 

High School Sunday School: Information needed to facilitate ongoing faith discussions has been shared
with families by Richele Davis and the Christian Education Team.

 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND COMMUNITY OFFERINGSCHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND COMMUNITY OFFERINGSCHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND COMMUNITY OFFERINGS
Tuesday book study and conversation on Mudhouse Sabbath: an Invitation to a Life of
Spiritual Discipline by Lauren F. Winner on Tuesdays at 10 a.m.  Join Pastor Anne via Zoom
each week beginning February 16. Mudhouse Sabbath is an easy to read book with questions for
discussion to promote group conversation. Winner, a Jewish convert to Christianity and an
Episcopal priest and professor at Duke Divinity School, believes that the spiritual practices of
Judaism can transform Christians l ives with one another, the world, and God. You can purchase a
copy of the book at this l ink on Amazon or this l ink on Cokesbury. 

Wednesday multi-congregational Bible study at noon :  You are invited to join Pastor Anne and
several other ELCA congregations throughout the country on Wednesdays at noon for a one hour
Bible study via Zoom. The study is facil itated by pastors, and members from each of the
congregations are encouraged to attend and participate in the discussion. Right now, the group is
discussing the book of Romans. Our next meeting is Wednesday, February 10th at noon. 

OFFERINGOFFERINGOFFERING   
ENVELOPESENVELOPESENVELOPES

Please note, if you you regularly receive offering envelopes
that they are in route to your homes. The supplier reports
that they are experiencing longer shipment times due to the
pandemic. In the meantime, please know you can mail your
offering to the church office and write your envelope
number in the memo line. Thank you for your understanding
and patience. 

https://www.amazon.com/Mudhouse-Sabbath-Invitation-Spiritual-Discipline/dp/1612614531
https://www.cokesbury.com/Mudhouse-Sabbath-1?refq=mudhouse+sabbath


Additional helpful links...

Virginia Department of Health:
https://www.facebook.com/VDHgov/

Virginia Department of Emergency Management:
https://www.facebook.com/VAemergency/

Fredericksburg Government:
https://www.facebook.com/FXBGgov/

Fredericksburg Civic Alerts: 
https://www.fredericksburgva.gov/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=938

If you live in other jurisdictions, please like/follow your local government resources on Facebook or the
web. Christ Lutheran will attempt to share practical and spiritual resources from the Lutheran World
Federation, ELCA, Virginia Synod, local health systems and other resources on our public Facebook Page
and private Facebook group. 

COVID-19 UPDATES & RESOURCES
Helpful Counseling Resources 

Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration's Disaster Distress Helpline at 1-800-985-
5990 is free.  

 
Our partners in ministry, enCircle, formally Lutheran Family Services, has immediate openings for new
patients using their telehealth services. They have expertise helping people of all ages to include family
issues. They accept several major insurances, Medicaid, and self-pay. They also offer sliding-scale fee
arrangements. Schedule by calling 888-841-4835 or click here for more information:
encircleall.org/counseling

Feeling overwhelmed by COVID-19? The Virginia Department of Health has offered VA C.O.P.E.S. Trained
crisis counselors are available seven days a week (Monday through Friday, 9 AM - 9 PM, Saturday &
Sunday 5 PM - 9 PM. Call or text 877-349-6428. 

Emergency services remain available through the Rappahannock Area Community Services Board at 540-
373-6876.

Helpline at Mental Health America of Fredericksburg at 540-371-2704 This is a local community resource
line that can match the caller with our local mental health resources including counseling, local tele-
psychiatry, and support groups.

National Suicide Prevention Line is  1-800-273-8255 or simply dial 988.

Message from the
Staff & Pastoral

Support 
and the Safety &

Security Committee

Help Us Keep Our Staff and Our Building Safe: Though Pastor Anne, Pastor
Lou, Robbin and Darlene are keeping their regular schedules, the office is
closed to everyone else.  Please help us keep them safe by not visiting the
office unless you have a scheduled appointment. Masks are to be worn and
distancing to be maintained when you enter the building for any reason and
continued until you are again outside. Thank you for your diligence.

https://www.facebook.com/VDHgov/
https://www.facebook.com/VAemergency/
https://www.facebook.com/FXBGgov/
https://www.fredericksburgva.gov/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=938
https://www.fredericksburgva.gov/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=938
https://www.facebook.com/CLCFred/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/628104410536531/
https://encircleall.org/counseling

